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Idaho Humane Society
is the largest and
oldest animal welfare
organization and veterinary
charity in the state. We
are a private 501(c)3
organization that relies
on donations to provide
programs and services that
benefit animals in Idaho.

MISSION
The mission of Idaho
Humane Society is to
advocate for the welfare
and responsible care of
animals, protect them
from neglect and cruelty,
and promote humane
education, awareness and
compassion. We believe
that because domestic
animals are a product of
human intervention, we
have a special obligation to
them in regard to humane
treatment and responsible
stewardship.
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Sip n’ Purr:
February 28th
6:00-9:00pm
The Linen Building

IDAHO HUMANE SOCIETY
4775 W DORMAN STREET
BOISE, IDAHO 83705
(208) 342-3508

Wine, Whiskers and Whimsy at
Our 3rd Annual Sip n’ Purr
We’re looking forward to celebrating our
love of cats with the community at our
annual Sip n’ Purr! New this year: A new
location! We’ll be living it up near downtown
at the Linen Building on February 28, 2019.
It’s the purrfect time to gather your friends
for a night of fun with wine, delicious eats,
artwork, auctions, and of course, adoptable
foster cats!
Last year, we were able to raise over $16,000
which goes directly toward helping our feline
friends and our WISKR (Women Inmate Social
Kitty Retreat) program, which takes place
inside the South Boise Women’s Correctional
Center. We’re just weeks away from one of our
busiest times each year when we rely heavily
on WISKR to provide around-the-clock care
to bottle-feed orphaned babies and assist with
mother cats and their babies.
“If we could fill 42 rooms with cats, I
would. These ladies are so compassionate
about being a part of rehabilitating these cats.
Just because they’re in prison doesn’t mean

they’re not important to anyone,” said Cpl.
Peneku, the guard responsible for managing
the WISKR program.
Since the WISKR program launched in January
2016, it has helped Idaho Humane Society
(IHS) save more than 849 cats. It has also
increased morale in the correctional center and
encouraged collaboration among the inmates.
As with the Inmate Dog Alliance Project of
Idaho (IDAPI), the WISKR program teaches
inmates responsibility, patience, tolerance,
persistence and empathy.
“People don’t realize how much they help
us — more than we can ever help them,”
said Jennifer, an inmate participating in the
WISKR program.
Your support of the Sip n’ Purr not only
offers a night filled with great food, wine and
fun, but you’re directly supporting cats in
the Treasure Valley and giving them a new
chance at life. Please visit www.sipnpurr.org to
learn more or purchase tickets today!

IHS Grant Gives MJ a New Lease on Life
A heartbroken Eric Rawling had lost all hope for his beloved
cat MJ when he brought her to our Veterinary Medical
Center in October. The tortoiseshell feline had been a part
of his family for 12 years when tragically she was hit by a car
in August. Then, the Rawling family exhausted their financial
resources on MJ’s medical care, as local veterinarians attempted
to save one of her legs that was now entirely paralyzed. Certain
that euthanasia would be the only possible outcome, Eric was
very surprised to learn from our staff that IHS would instead
be able to provide lifesaving help for MJ through a donor
supported grant fund. There were concerns about MJ’s age
and how she would handle anesthesia. However, there was no
other option but to carefully proceed with an amputation of the
devitalized limb. Thanks to the care of IHS’ dedicated veterinary staff, she made it through surgery and recovered very
well under close observation.
MJ is now a three-legged feline and she is living comfortably with the Rawling family. When we contacted Eric in
mid-November to see how MJ was doing, he responded with: “She has become very affectionate lately as she has gained
her strength back and is getting used to life with three legs. In fact, she’s been able to make her way back up to her favorite
spot—the window sill. She’s doing great, thanks!” They also sent a thank-you note to our veterinary clinic for offering the
grant and performing the surgery.
We are thrilled to hear that MJ is recovering nicely and enjoying life with her family. Thanks to the support of donors
and corporate sponsors, we were able to help MJ and her family stay together.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
New Facility Opening Soon!
We’re almost done building our new state-of-the-art
Adoption Center and Veterinary Medical Center.
Finishing touches are all that’s left to complete. We
expect to move into the new facility in late spring!
Here’s what you can expect:
• A veterinary hospital that doubles our current
capacity to provide lifesaving care.
• Roomy dog enclosures with noise-control, sanitary
air, natural light and exciting play areas.
• Cat rooms and “catios” with natural sunlight,
fresh air and room to roam and play.
• A Humane Education Center and training facility
focused on youth programming.

Visit www.idahohumanesociety.org for updates on opening
dates and times.

Koa Gets Second Chance Through IDAPI, Finds New Forever Family
Prince, a 9-month-old Airedale terrier, came to our shelter
last May after his owner decided he had grown too big
for their apartment. While he was a happy, friendly dog he
was also entirely out-of-control with a tendency to jump on
people. We knew Prince was a clever young dog with a lot of
potential, but he was in need of training to be successful in a
new household.
We moved him to IHS’ correctional facility-based program
where shelter dogs are trained by inmates and are temporarily
housed in their cells (known as the Inmate Dog Alliance
Project of Idaho or “IDAPI”). He was a good fit for this special
program because he got along well with other dogs and needed
one-on-one training to correct his bad habits. Weeks into his
training, Prince was injured during a collision while playing
with another dog in the prison yard. An ultrasound determined
that Prince had severely damaged his biceps tendon and after
surgery at our Veterinary Medical Center, Prince recovered
with the help of one of our foster care families.
As luck would have it, Prince’s foster parents were walking
him one day when they encountered another couple with an
Airedale Terrier. This couple’s dog, Kula, had just lost her
mate, another beloved Airedale Terrier. It was love at first sight
not only for Prince and Kula, but for the new couple as well.

They quickly submitted an application to be considered for
Prince’s new adoptive home. Once approved, they took over
fostering responsibility and adopted him on November 2nd!
The better behaved and recuperating Koa is well loved. Thanks
to your donations, dogs like Koa receive all the extra care they
need from IHS, whether behavioral or medical (or both!), to get
a second chance at a forever family.

Volunteer Spotlight

C is for Cattery, Chris and Christina and they all share the same meaning: wonderful
care for our adoptable shelter cats. Volunteers Chris Ward and Christina Allton met
while working together at IHS. In fact, they regularly volunteer in our Cattery like clockwork each week.
Christina Allton
In 2015, Christina began volunteering in our cattery, learning
all the ins and outs from Chris Ward. Eventually, she expanded
her volunteering experience into our veterinary clinic, in
addition to joining Chris with instructing new volunteers in
our Cattery Skills class.
Chris and Christina both love cats so much, in fact, that they
regularly take their work home with them! They have both
dedicated thousands of hours caring for hundreds of tiny
bottle-baby kittens and young cats through to adoption. We
couldn’t do the work we do without these ladies, and we’re
thrilled that we played a part in introducing them and their
beautiful friendship.
Chris Ward
After retirement, Chris’ desire to volunteer resulted in over
7,000 volunteer hours during the eight years she has been at
IHS. Her decision to volunteer with IHS, she says, “was the best
day of her life.” Having previously volunteered at a shelter in Las
Vegas that didn’t experience the same success she sees at IHS,
it has given her a deep appreciation of the opportunities she has
and the trust that has been placed in her at our shelter to help
so many cats, kittens, adopters, staff and volunteers.

Sharing Our Passion for Saving Wildlife:
Spotlight on Our Treasure Valley Partners
Idaho Humane Society is well known as an animal
shelter and veterinary hospital for cats, dogs and small
animals. But we also frequently receive injured wildlife!
Our veterinarians get a wide range of experience working at
our hospital, including the treatment of wild animals. After
treating any urgent medical or surgery needs, we then transfer
these animals to an appropriate wildlife rehabilitation center.
In the past year, our veterinarians cared for owls, hawks, falcons,
crows, coyotes, turkeys, turtles, squirrels, raccoons, opossums,
skunks, beavers and more. Most of these injured animals
were brought to us by good Samaritans who, thankfully,
happened to be in the right place at the right time. It’s always an exciting day in the shelter when we get to help an injured
wild animal!
We’re thankful for our partnership with animal rescue
organizations in the Treasure Valley including: Animals in
Distress Association (AIDA), Reptile Adventures and others.
We would also like to give a big thank you to everyone in the
community who has contacted us when they’ve encountered
injured wildlife or have brought injured wildlife into our
shelter. It is wonderful to live in a community that respects and
cares for all animals, wild or domestic.
If you or anyone you know finds an injured or displaced wild
animal, PLEASE contact AIDA or Animal Care and Control.
Wild animals need to be treated with caution and respect and
these trained officers will be able to help you assess the situation and guide you on what to do.
You may contact AIDA’s 24-hour Hotline at 208-367-1026 or Animal Care and Control at 208-343-3166. For more
information about AIDA, go to http://idahowildliferescue.org/.
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THE IMPACT WE MADE TOGETHER
IN FY2018:

11,705

6,152

994

lost and surrendered
animals received.

animals adopted.

volunteers worked a
total of 23,875 hours.

To learn more about how you
can help homeless animals in
the Treasure Valley,
please visit
idahohumanesociety.org

